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Faith and Inspiration 


Assorted editorials regarding political 
or social issues periodically employ the 
phrase "soft on crime," typically as an 
accusation. It indicates a reluctance or 
aversion to enacting and enforcing legal 
consequences for illegal activities. 
Considering that personal and 
public security are 
recognized as priorities for 
many citizens, people 
generally favor a reasonable 
application of law to aid in 
curbing adverse activities and 
their associated 
repercussions. 

As one observes the 
various debates, disputes, and 
discordance that are 
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Sense of Sin 


immoral behavior in their midst 
(1 Corinthians 5:9-13). 

He assures them that any judgment to 
be exercised should be directed specifi- 
cally to those claiming to be members of 
the Body but reveling in sin. 

Paul expands his rebuke to 
emphasize that various kinds of 
conduct are not becoming of 
believers, and not only fail to 
honor God but also impede 
one's ability to fully benefit 
from the blessings of God's 
will and purpose for our lives. 
As he puts it, those who in- 
dulge so cavalierly in such acts 
"will not inherit the kingdom of 
God." 


occurring within the modern 
Church, one cannot help but 
wonder if contemporary 
Christianity is con- 
tending with its own 
issues of appearing 
"soft on sin." Among 
believers, any 
number of contro- 
versial topics are 
challenging expecta- 
tions and assump- 
tions perceived by 
some as traditional, 
conservative, or 
even obsolete. 

There are those 
who, based on their interpretation of Scrip- 
ture and impression of the Spirit, question 
the characterization of sin, casting doubt 
upon what they may construe as institu- 
tional intransigence, 
conformist customs, or imperfect 
understanding. 

Such individuals or groups will often 
maintain that the Church should "evolve" 
— that is, adopt a certain flexibility in 
defining what is acceptable. They would 
assert that as much as the history of society 
progresses, so too should the Church's 
positions, sensitivities, and wisdom on 
certain matters progress. 

They may invoke what they regard as a 
Biblical (or at least "Christian") admoni- 
tion to eschew "judging" others. These al- 
legedly enlightened polemists may even 
insist that the Bible does not in fact iden- 
tify various tendencies or behaviors as sin- 
ful, or that Jesus's apparent affirmation of 
so-called "sinners" implies a certain 
minimization, accommodation, or even 
outright endorsement of such acts. 

Such remonstration and skepticism are 
not entirely unique to twenty-first century 
sensibility. During the early days of the 
formation of the Church, the various 
apostles faced similarly capricious and 
questionable attitudes about honoring God 
through conduct or stances. 

For instance, the apostle Paul addresses 
the congregation in Corinth with a strong 
degree of disturbance and disapproval 
upon learning of their rather indifferent 
reaction to a specific persistence of 
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(1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

To those who would 
continue to contend that Jesus 
himself exhibits much 
more tolerance in this 
regard, it is useful to 
review the Gospel 
record. One of the 
most referenced 
depictions of Jesus 
confronting sin in the 
New Testament is the 
interaction between 
Pharisees and a 
woman "caught in the 
act of adultery" 

(John 8:3-11). 

This scenario is often suggested as a 
kind of model to us for how Jesus dealt 
with the matter of sin. It should be noted 
that Jesus is never critical of the Pharisees' 
attempt to denounce sin, nor does he 
negate their identification of the sin itself. 
Nothing about Jesus's response implies 
that the misdeed in question should be 
considered acceptable or legitimate in any 
way. Neither does Jesus advocate anything 
approaching legalism. What Jesus foils is 
the Pharisees' single-minded focus on 
reprobation of others and vaunting of 
themselves — that is, their own hypocrisy. 

After quite effectively establishing the 
transgressive condition of both parties, 
Jesus assures the woman in question that 
atonement and forgiveness are at hand for 
any and everyone. Accordingly, there is 
clearly an expectation surrounding the 
impact of embracing this salvation. From 
everything we observe in Scripture, 
submission to the arrangement of 
redemption entails repentance. Jesus's 
parting statement to the woman 
encapsulates this: "neither do I condemn 
you" followed by "go and sin no more." 
One imagines that the woman was 
indeed moved to contrition and reform. 

Sin represents our rebellious 
inclinations and lack of trust in our 
Creator. While some envision God as a 
vindictive despot who somehow finds 
amusement or delight in punishing those 
who do wrong, the Bible informs us that 
God is much more complex and 
dimensional. God garners no pleasure in 


anyone having to endure the destructive 
fallout inflicted by sin. 

In an episode of "Star Trek: The Next 
Generation," a nefarious connoisseur of 
rare objects and entities named Fajo 
abducts the android Data, Chief Operations 
Officer aboard the 24th-century starship 
Enterprise. Fajo demands that Data submit 
to becoming part of Fajo's collection of 
unique specimens. Of course, Data resists, 
and Fajo resorts to threatening the life of 
an innocent woman who serves him unless 
Data complies. Data continues to seek 
escape, and Fajo ultimately murders the 
woman in retaliation. Data, while being an 
android with presumably strict program- 
ming, appears to experience an internal 
struggle of logic equivalent to moral 
dilemma: to what extent should he, Data, 
as an individual, intervene in Fajo’s 
perpetration of suffering on others? 

The crew of the Enterprise manages to 
rescue Data and apprehend Fajo, and Data 
later confronts Fajo in the brig. 


FAJO: Oh, have you come to see me 
repent? Is this your final satisfaction? 
Want to see me beg for mercy? You're not 
going to get any of that from me. 

DATA: I expected nothing. 

FAJO: Our roles are reversed, aren't they, 
Data? You're the collector now. Me, I'm in 
a cage. 

DATA: So it seems. 

FAJO: Just don't count me out too quickly. 
I had you in my collection once. I can have 
you there again. 

DATA: Unlikely, sir. Your collection has 
been confiscated. All of your stolen 
possessions are being returned to their 
rightful owners. You have lost everything 
you value. 

FAJO: It must give you great pleasure. 
DATA: No, sir, it does not. I do not feel 
pleasure. I am only an android. 


Despite what some might imagine or 
believe, God, like Data, does not derive 
any satisfaction from witnessing people 
suffer the consequences of their sin. But 
unlike the android, God does experience 
emotion and is disappointed and saddened 
by our insistence on defying his good 
intentions for us and straying onto the 
wrong path (Genesis 6:5-6, Ecclesiastes 
7:29, Isaiah 63:10, Jeremiah 8:6, Psalm 
53:1-3, John 8:34, etc.). 

God is grieved by sin. It is so offensive 
and severe of an affront to his holiness that 
the only possible indemnification is death. 
Our expiation against that debt was 
fulfilled by Jesus himself. This is the 
redemption we experience through God's 
grace. And as the apostle Paul implores, 
grace is intended to provide the means to 
overcome sin, not to abide or aggrandize 
sin and thereby undermine grace itself 
(Romans 6). The mission of the Church is 
to extend and espouse this grace while 
affirming the cost by which it was 
achieved — the cost incurred by sin, 
paid by Jesus. 
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Protect Yourself 
and Your Family 
from Preventable 
Diseases 


StatePoint - Both in the United 
States and globally, childhood 
and adult vaccination rates have 
seen what community health 
experts are calling a “concerning 
decline” since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Now is 
the time to ensure that you and 
your children are up to date on 
all recommended vaccines to 
best protect you and your family 
from preventable diseases. 

Schedule routine visits with 
your and your child’s physicians 
for important preventive care, 
including recommended health 
screenings and vaccines based 
on age and health status. Babies 
and young children are espe- 
cially susceptible to vaccine- 
preventable diseases. Tens of 
thousands of children in the U.S. 
are not up to date on their 
vaccination against extremely 
contagious diseases, such as 
measles and whooping cough. 

You should also make sure 
that you and your children are up 
to date on COVID-19 vaccines, 
With new Omicron-specific 
bivalent boosters available for 
people 12 and older, the time for 
additional protection from severe 
outcomes from COVID-19 is now. 

Understand that even 
countries once declared polio- 
free or measles-free are not risk- 
free, particularly for the 
unvaccinated. An adult in New 
York was recently partially 
paralyzed by polio, and the virus 
has been found in area waste- 
water samples, leading to the 
declaration of a disaster in the 
state to help support localities in 
responding to the outbreak. 
Because some areas and 
populations are under- 
vaccinated, the risk of 
contracting vaccine-preventable 
diseases is increased. 


SATURDAY: OCTOBER 1ST. 


7PM- 10PM 
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Help for your SSI questions 


Question 

What is SSI? 

C. Pereira, Kendall 
Answer 

SSI stands for Supple- 
mental Security Income. 
Social Security admin- 
isters this program. We 
pay monthly benefits to 
people with limited 
income and resources 
who are disabled, blind, 
or age 65 or older. Blind 
or disabled children may 
also get SSI. 


Question 

Who is eligible for SSI? 
T. Dean, Miami Lakes 
Answer 

The SSI program 
provides monthly 
payments to people who: 
e Are at least age 65 or 
blind or disabled. 

e Have limited income 
(wages, pensions, etc.). 

e Have limited resources 
(the things you own). 

e Are U.S. citizens, 
nationals of the U.S., or 
some noncitizens. 

e Reside in one of the 50 
states, the District of 


Securing today 
and tomorrow 


and shelter. The base 
monthly federal amount 
varies depending on your 
living arrangement and 
countable income. 

Not everyone gets the 
same amount. You may 
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Columbia, or the 
Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

Exception: The children 
of military parent(s) 
assigned to permanent 
duty outside the U.S. 
and certain students 
temporarily abroad may 
receive SSI payments 
outside the U.S. 


Question 

How does SSI work? 

U. Walker, Allapattah 
Answer 

SSI is a Federal program 
funded by general tax 
revenues (not Social 
Security taxes). It 
provides monthly 
payments to meet basic 
needs for food, clothing, 


get more if you 
live in a state 
that adds money 
to the federal 
SSI payment. 
You may get 
less if you have 
other income 
such as wages, 
pensions, or 
Social Security 
benefits. You 
may also get less if some- 
one pays your household 
expenses or if you live 
with a spouse and he or 
she has income. You may 
be able to get SSI if your 
resources are worth 
$2,000 or less. A couple 
may be able to get SSI if 
they have resources worth 
$3,000 or less. 


Question 

How is SSI benefits 
different from Social 
Security benefits? 
A. McKeen, 
Coconut Grove 


Answer 

Social Security benefits 
may be paid to you and 
certain members of your 
family if you are 


“insured” meaning you 
worked long enough and 
paid Social Security 
taxes. Unlike Social 
Security benefits, SSI 
benefits are not based on 
your prior work or a 
family member's prior 
work. SSI is financed by 
general funds of the U.S. 
Treasury--personal 
income taxes, corporate 
and other taxes. Social 
Security taxes collected 
under the Federal 
Insurance Contributions 
Act (FICA) or the Self- 
Employment Contrib- 
utions Act (SECA) do not 
fund the SSI program. 


Question 

Can I split the direct 
deposit of my Social 
Security benefit between 
two bank accounts? 

J. Touzet, Pinecrest 
Answer: 

Currently our system 
allows direct deposit only 
to a single account, at a 
financial institution (e.g. 
checking account, savings 
account, or prepaid card 
account). However, you 
may preauthorize your 
financial institution to 
transfer funds into your 
other bank accounts. 


Question 

If I get married, will it 
affect my benefits? 

E. Anderson, 

Golden Gates 

Answer: 

If you get Social Security 
disability or retirement 
benefits and you marry, 
your benefit will stay the 
same. Here’s how mar- 
riage may affect other 
benefits: 

Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) 

¢ If you marry, your 
spouse's income and 
resources may change 
your SSI benefit; or 

e If you and your spouse 
both get SSI, your benefit 
amount will change from 
an individual rate to a 
couple’s rate. 

Benefits for a widow, 


divorced widow, widower 
or divorced widower 
e You cannot get benefits 
if you remarry before age 
60; and 
e You cannot get benefits 
if you are disabled and 
remarry before age 50. 
Divorced spouse’s 
benefits 

Generally, your bene- 
fits end if you remarry. 
Benefits for a child under 
age 18 or student ages 18 
or 19. Benefits end if you 
marry. 


Question 

If I have an underpay- 
ment, can I get interest 
from Social Security? 

D. Motts, Parkland 
Answer: 

You cannot get interest on 
an underpayment. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 | 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 


Realtor that will work hard for you 


305-282-9603 


List your home with me = SOLD 


when you're buying or selling! 
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